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BBQs Campaign 
We have again experienced recent fires thought to be started by disposable BBQs. We have worked with partners 
across Dorset to campaign to reduce this risk by encouraging people to choose alternatives. We would emphasise 
that barbecues and fires are banned on heathland, in forests and in many other high risk areas across Dorset, 
including Wareham Forest where a fire in 2020 started from disposable BBQs which devastated 220 hectares of forest 
and heathland. We have lobbied government and it now appears that they are thinking about our request to 
campaign against the sale of disposal BBQs in seaside shops and wooded areas, and to make the use of them in public 
spaces illegal unless carefully controlled. 

Dorset Coast Path – update 
Major cliff falls and landslides back in 1995 and 2001 between Lyme Regis and Stonebarrow left walkers being 
diverted off this now unstable and dangerous route onto a lengthy, unpleasant road diversion via the A3052.  Now 
this stretch has been restored with two new coast path sections. Lyme Regis Golf Club have generously gifted access 
creating a new footpath to resolve the gap between Lyme Regis and Charmouth, ensuring that walkers get a fantastic 
coast path experience.  

Dorset Council worked together with Lyme Regis Golf Club, the local community and southwest coast path volunteers 
to design this new route. It takes walkers safely off road and away from the unpredictable cliff edge and gives 
stunning birds eye views of the beautiful inland hills and valleys, iconic Lyme Regis and The Cobb, Golden Cap and 
coastline all the way to Portland, complimenting both the needs of golfers and walkers. The path is clearly marked by 
signposting and a newly surfaced path from both Lyme Regis and Charmouth taking you around and across the golf 
course and through woodland.  Where necessary the path is protected by a safety fence to protect you from the 
occasional flying golf ball! 

Dorset 7th Safest County in the UK 
Below is an article reproduced from a Police press release. 

Dorset is now the seventh safest area in the country after experiencing a rise in crime that is significantly lower than 
elsewhere in England and Wales. Data released on Thursday 21 July 2022 by the Office for National Statistics shows 
that overall crime rose by 8.2 per cent in Dorset during the 12 months to 31 March 2022, which is almost half the 
national average rise of 15.9 per cent. A rise in crime was inevitable due to the national lockdowns imposed on the 
country the previous year, and more normal comparisons between crime recorded in Dorset last year and the same 
time period before the pandemic show that overall crime has fallen by 5.8 per cent – from 54,016 crimes in 2019/20 
to 50,890 crimes last year. 
View full article here: https://www.dorset.police.uk/news/article/b468d7c9-e008-ed11-9bbf-005056019adf  

Pensioners Urged to Apply for Household Support Fund 
Citizens Advice in Dorset are encouraging pensioners to apply for the government’s Household Support Fund to help 
with the cost of living increase, before the funds are no longer available. Citizens Advice is working with Dorset Council 
to administer the government’s Household Support Fund which is now available to pensioners who are on a low 
income.  Citizens Advice is encouraging residents to help an elderly relative, friend or neighbour who could be eligible 
for the Household Support Fund by telling them about the funding and helping with the application if applicable. The 
online application asks for proof of ID and providing pensioners do not have savings of more than £10,000, a 
supermarket voucher will be issued. 

It is really important that pensioners apply now before the funding is no longer available. There is a time limit so we 
want to encourage as many pensioners as possible to apply. This is not a grant, they don’t need to pay it back, it’s 
money available in the form of a supermarket voucher to help with the cost of living increase. Dorset Council residents 
can apply online here www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/household-support-fund. If not online, residents can call into their 
local Citizens Advice office for help. For opening hours and locations visit www.citizensadvicedorset.org.uk or call the 
Dorset Adviceline on 0800 144 8848. Alternatively, Digital Champions at local libraries can assist with applications. 
Appointments must be booked in advance by calling 01305 221048, Monday to Friday, 10am to midday. Opening 
times for the Digital Champions can be viewed here www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/getting-online For free, confidential 
advice and support, call the Dorset Adviceline on 0800 144 8848 or visit www.citizensadvicedorset.org.uk for details of 
your nearest Citizens Advice. 
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Dorset Country Parks recognised 
Some of Dorset's beautiful parks have been recognised amongst the country's best. Avon Heath Country Park, 
Durlston Country Park, Moors Valley Country Park, Stour Meadows, Hardy’s Birthplace, Dorchester Borough Gardens 
and Thorncombe Woods are among the recipients of the Green Flag Awards, an international quality mark for parks 
and green spaces. 

The Green Flag Award scheme is managed by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy under licence from the 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and recognises and rewards well-managed parks and green 
spaces, setting the benchmark standard for the management of green spaces across not only the United Kingdom, but 
around the world. 

Funding for Safer Streets Weymouth 
Initiatives to protect women and girls from violence will continue to operate after almost £250,000 of funding has 
been secured. Safer Streets will see more CCTV cameras installed to get greater street coverage, a safe space will 
continue to operate as a sanctuary for women and girls, and more work to prevent and support women who have 
been subjected to stalking and harassment. The money will help improve the safety of Weymouth throughout the day 
and at night out. The successful bid of £246,976 was submitted by Dorset Council to the Home Office’s Safer Streets 
Fund. 

In addition, the CCTV cameras in areas of previous poor coverage will improve perceived levels of safety which can 
affect women and girls’ feelings of safety and wellbeing whether they are alone, or with others, in the day or at night. 

Dorset Local Plan 
Dorset Council recently announced some key messages. We have listened to you on the draft Dorset Council Local 
Plan and spoken with Government. We are reshaping the new Dorset Council Local Plan and extending the timescale 
by two years to allow adoption 2026. There will be more focus in the reshaped Dorset Council Local Plan on the right 
development in the right places, the right quality and on climate and ecological considerations.  

We have discussed this with Government and the change of leader and Cabinet personnel has not helped but we will 
restart our discussions with government as soon as possible. Until then we have made our new timetable explicit to 
them!  

Local charity Support 
Following the award of contracts earlier in the year, Dorset Council has appointed Community Action Network (CAN) 
to be the local VCS infrastructure charity, focussing on empowering strong and resilient voluntary and community 
organisations in Dorset. CAN offer free bespoke support and advice through one-to-one sessions along with training, 
webinars and their popular ‘Meet the Funder’ series. Future topics include Governance, Starting Up a Charity, Trustee 
Recruitment and much more. 

If you’re a charity, voluntary group or community group looking for support and advice, CAN are here to help. Join 
today for access to a treasure-trove of support and expertise, along with online guides and templates – all free to CAN 
members. Visit their website www.can100.org, email them at hello@can100.org or give them a call on 01202 466130. 
CAN are also active on social media – follow them on Facebook facebook.com/communityactionnetwork.org and 
Twitter twitter.com/can100org 

OFSTED Ratings for two of Dorset’s nurseries 
Blandford Children’s Centre Nursery was given a good rating, and Shaftesbury Children’s Centre Nursery was rated 
as outstanding by Ofsted after OFSTED’s visits in June. 

Annual Canvas 

Households in the Dorset Council area are being asked to look out for an email asking residents to check whether the 
information on the electoral register is correct as part of the Annual Canvass for the Register of Elections. Households, 
where there appears to have been no changes in residency, will start receiving emails from 3 August. A response is 
required to the email even if the details in the email are still correct to www.householdresponse.com/Dorset. Log in 
securely by using details provided in the email, which will only come from elections@elections.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk. 

Tour of Britain 

The rough times for when the Tour of Britain Stage 7 race is rolling through Dorset on September 10th are 
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• West Bay – The Esplanade: 11am 

• Burton Bradstock: 11:15am 

• Abbotsbury: 11:26am 

• Chickerell: 11:38am 

• Weymouth: 11:41am 

• Dorchester: 12:06pm 

• West Lulworth: 12:33pm 

• Corfe Castle: 12:54pm 

• Wareham: 1:02pm 

• Bere Regis: 1:18pm 

• Blandford Forum: 2:04pm 

• Wimborne Minster: 2:24pm 

• Verwood: 2:45pm 

• Ferndown – Victoria Road: 3pm. 

A route map and full stage timings are available on the Tour of Britain website. Spectators can watch all the action by 
the roadside for free. 

Capital Leverage Fund (Grant opportunity) 
Dorset Council launched a new grant to support not for profit community and cultural organisations to deliver new 
and improved facilities for local communities. The Capital Leverage Fund can help fund a range of projects, including 
village hall or community building enhancements, renovations, maintenance, or new build projects, including car 
parks, play areas, multi-use games areas, theatres, community sports clubs, sports pitches and landscaping. We also 
welcome applications for projects that helps to address climate change themes, new public art, or heritage capital 
projects including accredited museums. 

You can apply for a capital grant of between £1,000 and £25,000, to fund up to 20% of your total project costs. For 
more details on criteria, fund aims, and how to complete your application form please follow the link to our webpage. 
Projects need to meet at least one of the Dorset Council priorities and the Cultural Strategy priorities. Applications can 
only be accepted via our online application form. Applications will close at 12pm on Friday 6 January 2023. The next 
assessment panel is taking place next month so applications for this round need to be submitted no later than 12 
September 2022.  

 To apply for a grant, you can download the application guidance, support materials and an application form from the 
website. If having looked at the webpage you'd like to speak to us about your project, or need more information email 
us at: Community and voluntary sector applicants (including play): communities@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  Cultural 
applicants (arts, accredited museums, heritage, sports and physical activity): leisureWDWP@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Armed Forces Award 
A Gold Award has been given to Dorset Council as part of the Ministry of Defence Employer Recognition Scheme. 
Representing the highest badge of honour, the MoD bestows the Gold Award to businesses and organisations which 
go the extra mile to demonstrate their commitment to aiding and employing members of the military community. 
Dorset council is the first public sector organisation in Dorset to achieve the Gold  

Surgery 
A fuller report is available on request which covers much of Dorset. We are back to holding face to face meetings. 
However, we would also be more than delighted to talk to you on the telephone or via Zoom. Please ring or email us 
with some details so that we can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com telephone 
07986 600799 and Laura’s is cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07814 569563 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 
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